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victorious advance until their appearance before the walls of Vienna
quickly changed his point of view. Or when he quotes the Talmudic
legend that to dream of Jeremiah was a sign of coming misfortune!

It may be doubted whether Dr. Briggs' opinion that the Jews did not
regard lying as wrong until they came under the influence of the Persians
was worth quoting. There is a misprint in the R.V. text of p. 367, and
in the Hebrew of p. 7.

This book fully merits its place in the series of Westminster Commen
taries. Exegetical notes are prefixed to each chapter or division of the
text, and the author's remarks in his additional notes are worthy of special
attention. Mr. Binns has made an important contribution to biblical
knowledge, and his book meets a long-felt need.

A. GUILLAUME.

AN INTRODUCTION TO OLD TESTAMENT STUDY FOR TEACHERS AND
STUDENTS. By E. Basil Redlich, M.A. London: Macmillan. 1920.
Pp. xviii + 280. 6s. net.

This book, by the director of Religious Education in the Diocese of
Wakefield, is intended primarily for teachers in day schools, and it is well
adapted to meet their needs; at the same time it forms a good elementary
introduction to the critical study of the Old Testament for the general
reader. Mr. Redlich begins rightly enough by a survey of the literature of
the Hebrews; he then goes on to trace the gradual development of various
ideas and institutions amongst them-e.g., the Conception of God and
the Place of Worship, Prophecy, Sacrifice and Priesthood, etc. Inlthe
chapters which are given to these subjects the author shows an adequate
acquaintance with recent literature, and a sufficient grasp of it to make
him a useful and stimulating guide to others. The tone of the book is
didactic, there is an absence of all discussion of varying theories; this
makes for clearness and ease of reading, but one feels that some qualifica
tions might with advantage have been introduced. It has to be remem
bered that the study of the Old Testament is at present in a very unsettled
state: the growing school which would put the greater part of Deuteronomy
in the exilic period can no longer be ignored; there are also advanced
scholars like Mr. S. A. Cook, whose articles in the latest edition of the
Encyclopredia Britannica are of a revolutionary character; the work of the
conservatives, too, has perhaps more value in it than many have been
willing to admit.

In the greater part of his book Mr. Redlich keeps very close to Driver
and the central group of critics, but in the earlier sections of Chapter IX.
he gives a view of the origins of the Hebrew people which is evidently
derived from Dr. Burney's recent theories. Now these theories, especially
in the cautious and qualified shape in which Dr. Burner has himself stated
them, are of great interest to scholars, and may well be accepted after
further examination; but they certainly ought not to have been put forward
in an elementary manual as the sole account of the early history of the
chosen people. Mr. Redlich's book as a whole is admirably done, but this
single lapse gives it for the scholar a touch of "amateurishness" of
which it would otherwise have been entirely free.

Further provision for the needs of teachers is made by the inclusion
of a number of specimen Questions and Answers, a Synopsis of Teaching,
and Outline Lessons. There is also a Bibliography at the close which
gives books for further study, compiled, one imagines, from those volumes
which the author has himself found useful, and naturally by no means
complete or exhaustive.
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